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Common Sagebrush

Genus/species Artemisia tridentata
Family Asteraceae
Distribution Western US  North central Washington southward to S California

S California eastward to E New Mexico

E New Mexico northward to SW North Dakota

SW North Dakota westward to north central Washington
Lacking from central and southern Arizona

Comments  This widespread shrub, also known as “big sagebrush” or “basin sagebrush”, is
perhaps the most characteristic species covering the valleys of the Intermountain
West. It typically grows to be three to five feet in height, but occasionally may reach
as much as seven or ten feet where there is additional moisture. It is usually found
from about 4000 feet up to as high as 10,000 feet. Where the climate is slightly
cooler with additional moisture, junipers and pinyon pines may grow among the
sagebrushes. Its grayish, strongly-scented leaves are broadest at the tip where two
notches are typically found, giving the “three-toothed” margin that accounts for the
specific name. The tiny flower heads occur along spikes that develop in the spring,
and the seeds ripen in the fall. The woody trunk is gnarled and usually branched
near the base. This species is eaten by antelope and sometimes by deer.
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